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Photographer Travis Keyes uses an HP ZBook Ultra with an AMD Ryzen™ AI Max+ PRO 
CPU for faster, portable creative workflow, freeing him to focus on his art

INDUSTRY 
Digital content creation

CHALLENGES 
Achieving reliable, high performance in 
Adobe Lightroom and other Creative 
Cloud applications while on the road or 
teaching at events

SOLUTION  
Deploy HP ZBook Ultra G1a Mobile 
Workstation PC with a 16-core AMD 
Ryzen™ AI Max+ PRO 395 CPU, 128GB 
of memory, with a 2TB SSD drive and 
AMD Radeon™ 8060S integrated 
graphics driving a 14-inch 2.8K screen

RESULTS 
Quicker import and export of image 
assets, dependable performance when 
demonstrating Adobe software at 
public events

AMD TECHNOLOGY AT A GLANCE  
16-core AMD Ryzen™ AI Max+ PRO 395 
processor

TECHNOLOGY PARTNERS 

HOW ADOBE, AMD RYZEN™ CPUs FUEL  
TRAVIS KEYES’ CREATIVE FLOW
CASE STUDY 

Pushing the boundaries of digital content creation requires a level of performance that 
can be hard to deliver if an artist wants to take their work on the road. Commercial 
photographer and Adobe Lightroom Advisory Board member Travis Keyes switched to 
an HP ZBook Ultra powered by an AMD Ryzen™ AI Max+ PRO processor. He discovered 
the portable processor he needed to transform his creative vision into a real-world workflow.

Keyes began his photography journey in the age of chemical film, but it wasn’t until  
he started using digital cameras that working with images became his passion. 
“When I first tried Adobe Lightroom, I realized I loved it, and there was a Control Z,”  
he says, referring to the ability to undo actions and try something different, unlike in  
a traditional darkroom.

Keyes studied at the International Center of Photography, has worked in film and TV, 
and recently completed his first feature-length movie. But photography remains his 
central passion, with Adobe Lightroom and other Creative Cloud applications as his 
primary tools. “I credit two things to me being a photographer,” Keyes says. “One was 
when Sony came out with their Alpha cameras. Then there was Adobe, with Lightroom 
and Photoshop. Suddenly taking a photo and putting it into Lightroom was as much 
fun as taking the shot. It allowed me to be creative, it allowed me to have non-
destructive editing, especially in Lightroom where I could play with brushes  
and masking. I fell in love with Lightroom.

FASTER IMAGE PROCESSING WITH AMD RYZEN™ AI MAX+ PRO CPUs 

Keyes’s relationship with Adobe deepened to the point where he now provides 
training and demonstrations for the company. “For me, photography was so incredible 
that I wanted to share everything,” he enthuses. “Being able to share my love of 
photography changed everything. I became president of American Photographic 
Artists. I started doing talks for Adobe. Then I became a community expert and one 
of their first advisory board members for Lightroom. Now I speak at most of the 
conventions and photo gatherings from WPPI to Photoville to Bild, being an anchor 
and presence on their stage, talking about what I use Lightroom for and how I make 
cinematic photography.” 

“If you want to spend more time just on the creative and less time waiting 
on your hardware... get an AMD Ryzen™ AI Max+ PRO processor.” 
Travis Keyes, digital photographer
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Keyes employs a wide range of Adobe creative software in the 
course of his work. “I use Premiere and a little After Effects, 
but Photoshop and Lightroom are my main applications,” he 
explains. Some of these applications can demand a significant 
amount of system horsepower, which is where Keyes found 
that AMD could offer desktop-equivalent performance while on 
the move.

Keyes encountered AMD CPUs through a trip to CES in early 2025 
and thought they looked “fantastic.” He opted for an HP ZBook 
Ultra G1a with a 16-core AMD Ryzen™ AI Max+ PRO 395 CPU, 
128GB of memory and a 2TB SSD drive. Its 14-inch 2.8K screen 
is driven by potent AMD Radeon™ 8060S integrated graphics.

“The first thing I noticed on the HP [ZBook] was AI culling 
was much faster than my desktop,” Keyes notes. “Then I tried 
Adobe Premiere and Lightroom and started seeing this laptop 
exporting and importing faster.” Keyes also enjoys how the 
AMD Ryzen CPU’s greater performance enables him to embrace 
new AI-powered capabilities in Adobe software. “As creatives, 
less time spent delving into the technical allows us to flourish. 
The AI in Photoshop with Generative Expand means I can take 
an image and enlarge it to fulfill my imagination, instead of 
spending hours compositing.”

DESKTOP POWER IN A COMPACT PORTABLE PACKAGE 

The fact this performance comes in a mobile package particularly 
helps Keyes’ training activities for Adobe. “Up on stage we 
must always bring our own laptops, plug in and work on the fly. 
My 13-inch Apple was too small, but I didn’t want to travel with 
anything over 15 inches because it was just too big to carry. 

This HP laptop has more ports than my MacBook 13. It has a 
full HDMI out and a 14-inch touchscreen, which looks great and 
is at that sweet spot.” The larger screen helped Keyes see his 
software interfaces more easily when demonstrating. “The 
HP laptop has been a joy,” Keyes reports. “I can edit things on 
the fly, even if I’m travelling. It’s powerful for a live demo.” 
System performance can be a major challenge for digital 
photography work, but this wasn’t the case with an AMD 
Ryzen AI processor. “Photographers want to just plug in and 
go. We want a computer that just works. The HP laptop fulfils 
that. When we spend more time being technical than trying to 
get something done, it doesn’t let us be so creative.” 

Most telling for Keyes was when the SSD on his main desktop 
died while he had several major projects to complete. “I was 
able to plug in my HP and use it as a full desktop,” he says. 
“The performance on After Effects and export was faster.  
The HP laptop took the place of my desktop so quickly and 
didn’t skip a beat. I just plugged in my monitors and keyboard. 
It really blew me away that something so small could be  
so powerful.”

INDISPENSABLE CREATIVE PERFORMANCE ON THE MOVE 

The HP ZBook Ultra G1a can do everything from recreational 
video playback to creative work, as well as Keyes’ demos. “It 
covers all the bases,” Keyes says. “You can assign cores to 
different tasks and maximize what you’re doing. The battery 
life is also markedly improved over all the other laptops I’ve 
had. Performance laptops usually last 45 minutes to an 
hour and a half, but I’m getting four to five hours on this HP 
[system]. You also usually get a huge power brick, but this one 
is small and still charges in 30 to 40 minutes.” 

“The first thing I noticed on the HP [ZBook] was AI 
culling was much faster than my desktop.” 
Travis Keyes, digital photographer

“The HP laptop took the place of my desktop so 
quickly and didn’t skip a beat.” 
Travis Keyes, digital photographer

Equipped with an AMD Ryzen™ AI CPU, Travis Keyes’ HP laptop can 
readily act as his desktop PC.

With the power of an AMD Ryzen™ AI CPU, Travis Keyes brings images 
to life faster than ever.
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DISCLAIMERS
All performance and cost savings claims are provided by Travis Keyes and have not been independently verified by AMD. Performance and cost benefits are impacted by a variety of variables. Results herein are 
specific to Travis Keyes and may not be typical. GD-181

The information presented in this document is for informational purposes only and may contain technical inaccuracies, omissions, and typographical errors. The information contained herein is subject to 
change and may be rendered inaccurate for many reasons, including but not limited to product and roadmap changes, component and motherboard version changes, new model and/or product releases, product 
differences between differing manufacturers, software changes, BIOS flashes, firmware upgrades, or the like. Any computer system has risks of security vulnerabilities that cannot be completely prevented 
or mitigated. AMD assumes no obligation to update or otherwise correct or revise this information. However, AMD reserves the right to revise this information and to make changes from time to time to the 
content hereof without obligation of AMD to notify any person of such revisions or changes. GD-18.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE
© 2025 Advanced Micro Devices, Inc. All rights reserved. AMD, the AMD Arrow logo, Ryzen, Threadripper, and combinations thereof are trademarks of Advanced Micro Devices, Inc.  Other product names 
contained herein are for identification purposes only and may be trademarks of their respective owners. Certain AMD technologies may require third-party enablement or activation. Supported features may vary 
by operating system. Please confirm with the system manufacturer for specific features. No technology or product can be completely secure.

ABOUT TRAVIS KEYES
Travis Keyes is a New York Based Photographer, Filmmaker and Content 
Creator. Renowned for his masterful use of lighting, his work is defined 
by a vibrant, edgy, and polished aesthetic that tells a compelling story. 
His dramatic images have been featured in major publications like Vogue, 
Harper’s Bazaar, and L’Officiel. Keyes is also a respected educator who 
shares his expertise through popular Adobe photography workshops 
and demonstrations at global events. For more information visit 
traviswkeyes.com.

ABOUT AMD
For more than 50 years AMD has driven innovation in high-performance 
computing, graphics, and visualization technologies. Billions of people, 
leading Fortune 500 businesses, and cutting-edge scientific research 
institutions around the world rely on AMD technology daily to improve how 
they live, work and play. AMD employees are focused on building leadership 
high-performance and adaptive products that push the boundaries of what 
is possible. For more information about how AMD is enabling today and 
inspiring tomorrow, visit the AMD (NASDAQ: AMD) website, blog, LinkedIn, 
and X pages.

All these capabilities have made his Adobe demos both easier 
and more compelling. “When you have a laptop that runs great 
while you’re demonstrating techniques, people are inspired,” 
Keyes adds. “If we don’t have equipment that works well, it 
seems like we’ve done something wrong. This laptop reduced 
my risk by doing everything I needed quickly. I’m not making 
money off trying to figure out how to make the computer work 
better. I’m making money from how to make my edits look 
better. If I can stop worrying about what the computer does, 
that’s the greatest gift that anybody could have as a creator.” 

“With the HP laptop powered by an AMD Ryzen™ processor, 
I can do things the way I want to, and that’s so liberating,” 
concludes Keyes. “If you want to spend more time just on 
the creative and less time waiting on your hardware, get 
an AMD Ryzen™ AI Max+ PRO processor.” We need to make 
smart decisions that allow us to enjoy what we’re doing, be 
productive, and get the most out of the money we spend. The 
HP laptop was finally the right size. 

WANT TO LEARN HOW AMD PRO PROCESSORS 
MIGHT WORK FOR YOU? 
Sign up to receive our Business content: 
www.amd.com/en/preferences/sign-up.html 

The AMD Ryzen™ AI CPU unlocks new freedom for Travis Keyes’ creativity.

“When I first tried Adobe Lightroom, I realized I loved it.”
Travis Keyes, digital photographer 

It was incredibly more powerful than I expected, and I could take 
it anywhere. It’s incredible that they were able to put so much 
performance in such a small form factor. This computer lets me 
be creative and express myself. It lets me tell my stories and 
connect with the community in ways that I wouldn’t be able to 
do without it. It’s an indispensable tool to me as a creative.” 

https://www.traviswkeyes.com/
http://www.amd.com/
http://community.amd.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/amd
https://x.com/amd
http://www.amd.com/en/preferences/sign-up.html

